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Abstract. – The replacement name Somatidia (Nanosoma) nom. nov. is introduced for the Cerambycidae subgenus 
Somatidia (Microsoma) Breuning, 1951 (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae, Lamiinae, Parmenini), which is preoccupied 
by the genus name Microsoma Macquart, 1855 (Diptera, Tachinidae). 

Résumé. – Un nom de remplacement pour le sous-genre Somatidia (Microsoma) Breuning, 1951 (Coleoptera, 
Cerambycidae). Un nom de remplacement, Somatidia (Nanosoma) nom. nov., est proposé pour le sous-genre 
Somatidia (Microsoma) Breuning, 1951 (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae, Lamiinae, Parmenini), préoccupé par le 
nom de genre Microsoma Macquart, 1855 (Diptera, Tachinidae).
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Among his different publications about New Caledonian Coleoptera, Fauvel (1906) described 
the Cerambycidae Microcleptes ptinoides (fig. 1) from a single specimen caught at Thio by Saves.

Breuning had the opportunity to work on Fauvel’s collection of Cerambycidae, hosted by 
the Institut Royal des Sciences Naturelles de Belgique were the holotype of this taxon is kept. 
He published in 1951 a first note dealing with the Lamiinae Latreille, 1825, with the exception 
of the Enicodini Thomson, 1864, which were treated in a second publication. On the first page 
of his publication, Breuning (1951) placed Fauvel’s species in the genus Somatidia Thomson, 
1864, proposed the new subgenus Microsoma and introduced the replacement name Somatidia 
(Microsoma) fauveli Breuning, 1951, for Microcleptes ptinoides Fauvel, 1906. Indeed, the 
species epithet ptinoides was already used in the genus Somatidia by Somatidia ptinoides, 
from New Zealand, described by Bates (1874). Breuning (1950) created the new subgenus 
Ptinosoma for Somatidia (Ptinosoma) ptinoides Bates, 1874, and Kuschel (1990) erected this 
subgenus to genus and created the new combination Ptinosoma ptinoides (Bates, 1874).

On the other hand, the subgenus name Somatidia (Microsoma) Breuning, 1951, is preoc-
cupied by the genus Microsoma Macquart, 1855 (Diptera, Tachinidae, Dexiinae, Dufouriini). 

Fig. 1. – Somatidia (Nanosoma) fauveli Breuning, 1951, holotype (A, dorsal view; B, labels) (© A. Drumont/IRSNB).
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This Palearctic tachinid genus comprises two species, Microsoma exiguum (Meigen, 1824) 
distributed from Europe to Japan, and Microsoma vicinum (Mesnil, 1970), known from Japan 
and Russia (O’Hara et al., 2020).

We introduce here the subgenus Somatidia (Nanosoma) nom. nov. as a replacement name 
for the preoccupied Somatidia (Microsoma) Breuning, 1951.

Nanosoma nom. nov.
http://zoobank.org/109CCFA9-9F33-45A7-B231-900BD033448A
Microsoma Breuning, 1951: 1 (nec Microsoma Macquart, 1855: 37). Type species: Somatidia fauveli Breuning, 1951 

(replacement name for Microcleptes ptinoides Fauvel, 1906, nec Bates, 1874).

Etymology. – Combination of words “Nano” and “soma”. “Nano” (from the Greek νανος) refers to 
the small size and “soma” (from the Greek σῶμα) to the body.
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