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Abstract. — The little mantid Callimantis antillarum (Saussure, 1859) is recorded for the first time from Anguilla. It is
the first report in Eastern Caribbean Islands while the species is known from Virgin Islands and Greater Antilles.

Résumé. — Présence de Calli tis antillarum (S re, 1859) a Anguilla, a ’est des Grandes Antilles (Mantodea,
Epaphroditidae). La petite mante Callimantis antillarum (Saussure, 1859) est observée pour la premiére fois a
Anguilla. C’est la premiére mention dans les Petites Antilles alors que ’espece est connue des iles Vierges et des
Grandes Antilles.
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Callimantis antillarum (Saussure, 1859) is a small, usually green, unadorned-looking
mantis of the family Epaphroditidae (RODRIGUES & SVENSON, 2017; SCHWARZ & Roy, 2019)
(fig. 1-2). Described from Saint Thomas Island, it had never been seen in the other Northern
Caribbean Islands (YokoyaMa, 2013; MOULIN ef al., 2021). TERRA (1995: 71) only indicated
the location “Antilhas”, without further details. Callimantis antillarum is endemic to some
Caribbean islands. and is well known and very common in all Greater Antilles (LOMBARDO &
PEREZ-GELABERT, 2004), whose paleogeographic origins have recently been studied (SVENSON
& RODRIGUES, 2017). Many recent observations are visible in one of the world’s most popular
online wildlife databases, iNaturalist (https://www.inaturalist.org; accessed 2021, December
21%). This species does not seem to be strictly linked to one environment rather than another:
forests, meadows and other forms of tropical landscape are equally colonized by this species.
Being a predator, it would seem that this species finds no barriers to its dispersal (LOMBARDO
& PEREZ-GELABERT, 2004).

Two specimens have been observed and photographed (fig. 1-2) in Anguilla, at The Valley
(one female, 18.21745°N 63.05290°W, alt. 14 m; one male, 18.21849°N 63.05255°W, alt. 14 m)
on 2021, November 27", by Karl Questel and Baptiste Angin.

The fortuitous observation of this species of Mantodea in Anguilla proves that discrete
and/or littles-studied species remain to be discovered in Antilles (MOULIN et al., 2021). Its
discovery could be explained by a lack of prospecting for this group of insects or a recent human
introduction. It is recognized that many species are introduced to the Caribbean islands, intention-
ally or not. This is the case for several small mammals (as monkeys in Saint Martin), reptiles,
plants, insects, etc. (CASE & BOLGER, 1991; YokoyaMma, 2012; UICN et al., 2021).
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Fig. 1-2. — Callimantis antillarum (Saussure), from Anguilla (2021, November 27"). — 1, Female. — 2, Male. (Photograph
K. Questel).
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