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Abstract. – Sitona waterhousei Walton, 1846, is newly recorded from Turkey. The weevil was collected by sweeping 
herbaceous plants near Mount Ararat in Igdir, East Turkey. This is the second record for Asia and the easternmost 
known locality. The distribution of the species apparently consists of a large area in the west Palaearctic region 
and a small area south of the Greater Caucasus range.

Résumé. – Premier signalement de Sitona waterhousei Walton près du mont Ararat en Turquie (Curculionidae, 
Entiminae). Sitona waterhousei Walton, 1846, est nouvellement citée de Turquie. Le charançon a été collecté 
par fauchage des plantes herbacées près du mont Ararat à Igdir, dans l’est de la Turquie. Il s’agit du deuxième 
signalement pour l’Asie et de la localité la plus orientale connue. La distribution de l’espèce semble consister en 
une vaste zone dans la région paléarctique occidentale et une petite zone au sud de la chaîne du Grand Caucase.
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The genus Sitona Germar, 1817 (Coleoptera, Curculionidae, Entiminae) includes 119 
species and subspecies distributed mainly in the Palaearctic Region (Alonso-Zarazaga et al., 
2023). Both adult and larval stages feed on Fabaceae plants, which are common in grasslands 
and open wood habitats (Velázquez de Castro et al., 2007). So far, 27 Sitona species have 
been identified in different regions of Turkey (Lodos et al., 1978, 2003; Avgın & Colonnelli, 
2011; Alonso-Zarazaga et al., 2017; Çekiç, 2017). A region that has been recently studied is 
Iğdır (Gözüaçık et al. 2021). The present study focused in the surroundings of the University 
of Iğdır. 

Material and methods
The sampling site was the campus (grass area) of Iğdır University, on the slopes of Mount 

Ararat of Iğdır province, in the easternmost part of Turkey, on the border of three countries: 
Armenia, the Nakhchivan area of Azerbaijan, and Iran (fig. 1). The campus is a grassland 
with herbaceous plants, including several Fabaceae species: Lotus corniculatus L., Medicago 
sativa L., M. lupina L., Trifolium repens L., T. pratense L., Melilotus officinalis (L.), M. albus 
Medik., Onobrychis viciifolia Scop. and Astragalus onobrychis L. Among these plants the 
more abundant are T. repens and L. corniculatus. The climate of the area is cold semi-arid (Bsk 
in the Köppen classification), since its annual precipitation is quite low. However, the campus 
has its own microclimate, as it is irrigated every 3-4 days during the summer months. The 
site was sampled fortnightly from April to November in the years 2021-2022. The sampling 
method was sweeping herbaceous vegetation. Mounting of the specimens and extracting the 
genitalia were made following usual procedures. Photographs were taken with LAS EZ (Leica 
Application Suite Version 3.4.0). The collected material is deposited in the Iğdır University 
Entomology laboratory, Iğdır, Turkey.
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Results and discussion
A total of 12 species of Sitona were obtained from the area where the study was carried out. 

These species were S. bicolor Fahråeus, 1840, S. callosus Gyllenhal, 1834, S. concavirostris 
Hochhuth, 1851, S. cylindricollis Fahråeus, 1840, S. hispidulus (Fabricius, 1777), S. humeralis 
Stephens, 1831, S. inops Schönherr, 1832, S. macularius (Marsham, 1802), S. obsoletus (Gmelin, 

1790), S. puncticollis Stephens, 1831, S.  sulcifrons 
(Thungberg, 1798) and S. waterhousei Walton, 1846. 
All of these Sitona species were previously recorded 
from Iğdır, except S. obsoletus and S. waterhousei 
(Gözüaçık et al., 2021). The last species is also newly 
recorded for Turkey. Only one specimen, a male, 
was collected, on September 2021. It was labelled 
“Iğdır University Suveren campus, Iğdır provinces, 
N 39˚48.56’; E 44˚04.34’, 1092 m, 17.IX.2021 leg. 
C. Gözüaçık” (fig. 1). 

Almost all species of Sitona feed on a group of 
Fabaceae known as the Inverted repeat-lacking clade 
(IRLC) clade. Instead, Sitona waterhousei feeds on 
plant species of the genus Lotus.L.: L. corniculatus 
L., L. tenuis Waldst. & Kit ex Willd. and L. uliginosus 
Schkuhr (Hoffmann, 1950; Dieckmann, 1980; Gosik & 
Sprick, 2017). One of these species, Lotus corniculatus, 
is present in the studied area and is probably its host 
plant in this locality.

Comparative notes. – Sitona waterhousei 
Walton, 1846, is a well-known species of Sitona, 
easy to recognize by its convex eyes and erect setae 
covering the body. The size of the specimen collected 
is 4.1 mm (rostrum excluded) a common size for 

Fig. 1. – Campus (grass area) of Iğdır University, on the slopes of Mount Ararat.

Fig. 2. – Habitus of Sitona waterhousei, male, 
from Turkey, dorsal view.
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this species, which ranges from 3.5 to 4.8 mm (Morris, 1997; Dieckmann, 1980). Eyes 
are characteristically highly convex, but slightly less asymmetrical than typical European 
specimens. The scale pattern is also characteristic. The setae of dorsum are similar to European 
specimens, but are somewhat more erect in the tibiae (fig. 2).

Notes on distribution. – Sitona waterhousei is widely distributed in the West Palaeartic 
region (Alonso-Zarazaga et al., 2023). Its distribution is Euro-Mediterranean as considered 
by Vigna Taglianti et al. (1993). It is not present in the northernmost parts of Europe, such 
as Scotland (Morris, 1997) or the Scandinavian Peninsula (Palm, 1996). All the European 
records (except recent Latvian records, see Balalaikins, 2012) are below the 56th parallel 
Outside Europa, there are records from North Africa (Velázquez de Castro, 2009) and 
Georgia (Cholokava, 2008) (fig. 3). 

The finding of S. waterhousei in eastern Turkey shows that there are more populations of 
this species in Asia, south of the Caucasus. The nearest site where the species has been found 
is Georgia. There is a gap between these eastern localities and those of European countries. 
However, it seems likely that the species may be present in southern Russia and the countries 
on the eastern border of Turkey, but it has never been discovered since it seems difficult 
to obtain by sweeping grasses. More studies are needed to know if the species is actually 
distributed within this apparent geographic gap.
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